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From District Governor RICHARD SILVEIRA 
 

Well, here we are on the track coming out of the first turn and headed to pit row for our first pit stop. 

While we are making strides, our membership is down by 36.  We added 32 new members but dropped 68.  

The total number of Lions in our District stands at 1488, nearly a 2.5% decrease from July 1, 2012. 

Somehow we need to reverse this trend and start asking people to become members and take action to keep 

all our members. 
 

Of the 68 Lions who left, 75 % resigned in good standing. We must look at the reasons why Lions keep 

leaving and make changes.  One of the most cited reason that Lions leave is the Club lacks a community 

focus. Lions Clubs work very hard to serve their communities but sometimes lose sight of the fact that 

things are changing and they need to look at the community with a new insight. Successful businesses 

conduct assessments to be sure they will meet the needs of their customers and remain in business. We need 

to so the same. Successful clubs are relevant to community needs and because the club is relevant to the 

community and has a community focus it will be relevant to the members.  A Community Needs 

Assessment is a wonderful and easy tool to assess a Clubôs ñfocusò and relevancy to the community.  It 

involves surveying community leaders ï mayors, town managers, police, fire, town officers, and even other 

service organizations to get their views on community needs and how a Lions Club can help. Surveying 

these leaders not only will provide a new perspective, but will get the Lions some good public relations. 

Once the survey is complete, the Club can compare the results with its service programs to see if changes 

are needed. I urge all clubs to do a community needs assessment. The Assessment can be found on the LCI 

website and can be adapted to fit the circumstances of individual Lions Clubs. Clubs who have completed 

the Assessment have gained new members and retained members as well. 
 

Most of us have heard these reasons why Lions leave: lack of leadership, expectations are not met, same old 

projects with the same people, lack of meaningful engagement, induction ceremony is poorly conducted, no 

orientation program, and  the ñPlay Ground Bullyò who dominates meetings.  Lions need to ask these 

questions: ñWould I join my Lions Club if I walked into a meeting? Do all members feel proud to be Lions 

and feel their time and efforts are valued? ñWhy are members not coming to meetings?ò Conducting an 

assessment of Club operations can help answer these questions.  After the evaluations, the club may need to 

make changes.  Thatôs right, changes.  Since 1917 many things in the world have changed.  We had Pony 

Express, then telegraphs, then phones, and now we have instance access to todayôs life all around the world.  

So much has changed around us, and we need to change too.  Please go to the LCI website and find How 

Are Your Ratings for the format of a Club evaluation. 
 

Donôt Worry, Be Happy.  The Lions in District 25A continue their fantastic service to those we serve.  Vision 

screening, eye glasses, supporting food banks, giving out dictionaries, joining in the Reading Action 

Program, holding festivals, rebuilding playgrounds and ball fields, helping with the Special Olympics, 

reading to children, walking for a cure to Diabetes, and providing aid to those in need are just few of the 

most wonderful things in the world accomplished by Lions in 25A.   Our legacy of service depends on us.  

We are the future of Lions. Offer the special feeling of being a Lion to others and continue care and value 

each other.   We are back on TRACK. Letôs go get óem and find our way to the winnerôs circle of service. 
 

DG Dick 
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From Vice District Governor CONNIE ROE 

 
 Zombies Ate my Neighbors! As the darkness settles in and the creatures of the night creep out from 

whereabouts unknown, we must kill the lights, nail the doors and windows shut, grab a sharp object (lawn 

darts if you have them) and get ready to fight! Rumor has it there is an ominous threat out thereéZOMBIE 

INFESTATION. Thankfully, the zombie-killing experts in our great District are around to save you, your 

neighborhood and your Club. Cut out the guide below, post it in a conspicuous location in your home or 

clubhouse, and you'll be better prepared when you wake up one morning to find your Club and neighborhood 

overrun with brain-hungry swarms of the rotting undead.  Best of luck!  

 

DECAPITATION. To kill zombies, you need to destroy their brains. The most surefire route is simply whacking 

off the cranium with a chainsaw, machete, or samurai sword. However, mind the follow-through--- anything 

less than 100 percent severance just isn't good enough.  

 

BLUDGEONING. Any blunt object--from a baseball bat to a brick--wielded with suitable force at the cranium will 

destroy the brain. But be quick on your feet and keep your eye on the target, when you're this close to a 

zombie, miss even once and you might as well just hand your brains to the zombie on a silver platter.  

 

BURNING. Don't have the convenience of a sniper rifle to take out zombies from afar? The next best thing is a 

Molotov cocktail--just make sure the zombies are far enough away so they'll be reduced to ashes before they 

can shamble after you.  

 

EXPLODING.  A solid technique but one that requires heavy weaponry. In the chaos that will doubtlessly strike 

after a zombie infestation, make your way to a military storehouse or a morally dubious pawn shop and 

acquire a rocket launcher. Then shoot, load and repeat.  

 

Prevent your Club and neighborhood from being taken over by Zombies! These pasty-faced walking undead 

will stop at nothing to ensure they devour our brains and invoke fear of moving forward; fear of spotting our 

weaknesses; fear of asking for help. Fight back now and take control of your destiny! Our Districtôs panel of 

Zombie-Busters are on the offense and ready to help attack and pulverize anything threatening to destroy 

achieving your clubs excellence. Need to flush out your community needs and make a difference that is 

relevant to your community? How about analyzing ways to improve your clubôs effectiveness and develop a 

plan to address those creepy problems that need attention? Or, what about growing your membership and 

retaining members. Prevent your club and members from wandering into Zombieland!  

 

Who You Gonna Call? Contact your Zone Chair, Contact your GLT and GMT leaders; Contact your District 

Governors. These Zombie-Busters are part of an elite fighting team with the weapons to help you ensure your 

clubs success well into the future. Donôt make me get a rocket launcher after you.  

 

Member testimonial: Wow! Great job District 25A. I knew how to deal with Vamps and Werewolves but not 

Zombies. Many thanks for this outstanding guide; you saved my life, my Club and the neighborhood!  

Become one of the great success stories. Your testimonial here:_____________________________________ 
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From 2
nd

 Vice District Governor GLENN SWANSON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
Hi Lions: 

 

When do we become a Lion?   Some 30+ years ago when I was a young coach in Elkhart County, the Elkhart 

Lions Club held a banquet at the beginning of each basketball season.  They called it the ñCrying Towelò.  All 

of the head coaches in the county would come and talk about the upcoming season and it was just a fun 

evening of joke telling and laughter.  It was then that I made a decision that when my coaching days were over 

I wanted to become a Lion.  They just seemed like a ñblue collarò group of guys, (at the time) who loved to 

give back to the community in which they lived.    

 

 Twenty four years ago a good friend took me to my first Lionôs meeting in Dunlap, Indiana.   This was a very 

active club of about 40 members, mostly older fellas, but a mixture of business men, farmers and a few 

educators.   My first impression was that they were just having a lot of fun, with an active tail twister but they 

were busy planning a bike ride, fruit sale and giving scholarships to Concord High School seniors.   I filled out 

an application and was in the club for the next three years. 

 

Moving to LaPorte and getting back into coaching took me away from Lions for three years until joining the 

Rolling Prairie Lions.  It was there that I became a ñLIONò, while selling ice cream and t-shirts at the Old 

Farmers Fest.   This young lady came to our booth with a young lad in tow.  They bought some ice cream and 

I noticed that the little boy was wearing glasses.   As this lady started to walk away she saw our Lions sign 

leaning against the booth.  She immediately stopped and asked, ñare you the lionsò?  Yes I said.  She then told 

me that story of how they were living in Indianapolis and her son was in pre-school, when the Lions did a 

vision screening and discovered her son had a vision problem.    She went on to say that her son had a disease 

that if gone undetected, her son would have lost his sight in just a few years.  She then handed me a $5.00 

donation, which Iôm sure was a lot of money for her, and said ñI always support the Lions, they saved my 

sonôs sight!ò  That was the moment that I became a ñLION for lifeò. 

 

We all have a story like this to share but do not tell them enough to those who are not lions.   The next time 

you are setting with friends who are not lions, tell them your story about becoming a lion.   You may pick up a 

new member, who someday will become a Lion.   Iôm also happy to be attending a training session this 

evening at Lions Butch & Rhoda Westonôs home in Westville, so I can learn how to do vision screening.   

Letôs continue to make this a year to remember in Lionism. 

 

Respectfully Yours, From the Maple City Lions; 

2
nd

. Vice District Governor, Lion Glenn Swanson 
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I  N  T H E SPOTLIGHT   STAR CITY LIONS CLUB      

Chartered:  October 27, 1972 
 

Community Served:  The Lions Club started as a group of men wanting to make the school into a 

community park after the school closed. 
 

Membership:  39 Members; the club meets at the Star City Community Annex Building 
 

Community Service:  Our Club checks with the trustee to find out what improvements are needed in 

the park.  Years ago the Club helped with cleaning up the area after part of the school was taken 

down.  It was decided that not all of the school could be saved.  Later on we put up the pavilion by the 

main building.  The next major project was building a tennis court which is now a basketball court.  

With most of the playground equipment left from the school we built a playground set to go along with 

the rest of the equipment.  The community rallied to help financially because this cost around $20,000.  

We did this four years ago.  About a year and a half ago we got a grant from the community 

foundation for $3,000.  Twelve picnic tables were built.  There was also $1,000 left over so we built a 12 

X 14 shelter by the bike trail which is also a bus stop for the Star City kids. 
 

Our last project was to build an addition to take Little League building which cost about $6,000.  We 

had $5,000 in donated from different community funds and $750 from the Indiana Lions Foundation.  

We later voted to pay for a ceiling on the addition for about $900.   
 

We have done other small projects at other times; we buy books every year through RIF (Reading IS 

Fundamental) for the 2
nd

 graders at Eastern Pulaski Schools which cost about $753.  We also donate to 

the Indiana Lions Foundations. 

Charter Members: 
 

Tom Blinn 

Mile Bonnell 

Everett Knebel 

Paul Meyer 

Tom Roth  
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          October is Sight Month         

 

 
 

 

Somewhere in the world, a person goes blind every five 

seconds, and your efforts can help to stop this trend. Each 

October, Lions have an opportunity to show the strength and 

impact of our global network through participation in a 

special service action campaign, "Sharing the Vision."  

 

During October, you and your club can join Lions around the world to lead the fight against blindness. 

Organize projects throughout the month that mobilize your club members to make a difference in your 

community by conducting eye screening programs for both children and adults.  Check out the resources and 

ideas available on the LCI website where you can find ideas and a step by step approach to build your own 

Sharing the Vision project.  

 

Reading aloud to young children is one the most effective ways to prepare children to succeed in school.  

However, many children, particularly those living in poverty, are not exposed to books and reading until they 

begin attending school.  Research shows that books contain many words that children are unlikely to 

encounter frequently in spoken language. Children's books actually contain 50% more rare words than 

primetime television or even college studentsô conversations. For more information go to the LCI website 

and search for ñshare the Vision. 

 

Based on US statistics, only 10 percent of blind children are learning Braille. While audio devices are useful 

sources of information for blind people, only Braille offers complete command of written language.  

However, 85 percent of blind children attend public schools where few teachers know Braille. This 

percentage is even greater in developing countries that lack access to resources and teachers with Braille 

knowledge. Find out more about these statistics and programs on the LCI website and how you can help. 

   

We can combine a Share the Vision Project with our International Presidentôs program on literacy and the 

Reading Action Program.  The Kouts Lions Club did just that by conducting eye screening at the library and 

reading to children.  By all accounts it was successful.  

  

Please Share the Vision of Lions serving every day in every way.   If dream we it with our eyes wide open, 

and we believe we can make a difference in the lives of others, we can it do because WE Serve. 
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http://www.afb.org/section.aspx?FolderID=2&SectionID=6
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District Governor Richard ñDickò Silveira 
  
 

Sunday, October 21, 2012 
 
 

 

HOSTED BY:  UNION MILLS LIONS CLUB 
 

Conservation Clubhouse,  
100 Mill Pond Road, Union Mills, IN  

 

1:00 PM CDT 
 

 

All Lions, Club Secretaries, Club Presidents, Zone Chairs, Region Chairs, 

Committee Chairs, PDGôs;  Are Invited to Attend 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   CLUB ________________________________________________________ 
 

    Names/Title __________________________________________________ 

              _____________________________________________ 

              _____________________________________________ 

              _____________________________________________ 

              _____________________________________________ 
 

 

 

      Number attending _________   X  $12.00 = Amount Enclosed $ _______________ 
 

 

 

Make Checks payable to:  Lions District 25A    
 

PLEASE RSVP BY OCTOBER 15, 2012  
 

 

Mail to:    
 

Cabinet Secretary Carolyn Toosley - 13670 W 89
th

 Place - St. John - IN 46373 
 

219-365-1085 

 

 S E C O N D   C  A  B  I  N  E  T  

     A D D  V  I  S  O  R  Y    

  M   E   E   T   I   N   G   

  

 International Association of Lions Clubs 
 

Cabinet Secretary Carolyn Toosley  
13670 W 89th Place  
St. John - IN 46373 

 

219-365-1085 C 219-668-8233  

toosley5@hotmail.com 
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L I  O N Õ S  I  N  T H E  N E W S      
 

 

The Schererville Central Lions Club and Diabetes Chair CS Carolyn Toosley held a raffle 

for JDRF at the annual Walk to Cure Diabetes held at Hidden Lake in Merrillville.  They raised over 
$400.00. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Mill Creek Community Lions Club  in response to the challenge of International 

Lions Club President Wayne Madden from Auburn Indiana by purchasing and distributed dictionaries to the 

third grade students at the Indian Trail Elementary School.  International Lions Club President Wayne 

Madden has challenged all Lions clubs to help prevent and eliminate illiteracy worldwide. 
 

A student cannot do his or her best work without a dictionary.  The students benefit tremendously not only 

from the dictionary itself, but from the knowledge that the Lions have made a significant investment in their 

academic success. 
 

By giving children the power of words, we have empowered them and their families to improve their lives 

and the lives of the people around them. Secretary Carolyn A. Hunt     

 

From left to right are Lions Lewis Reese, 

Dave Hawn, Maurisa Bell, Don Grott, Shirley 

Doms and Paul Tuszynski. Marolyn 

Klockow, 
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L I  O N Õ S  I  N  T H E  N E W S      

 

The LA PORTE LIONS CLUB  
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L I  O N Õ S  I  N  T H E  N E W S      

 
Pictured left to right: Lions Member Andrew Dybel ï Lions Member Susan Dybel - Gus Danielides, Fire 

Chief ï Lions Member William Wajvoda ï Paul Kuss, EMS Coordinator ï Lions President Efren Gomez 

ï Lions Member Dennis Papp ï Lions Member Olga Papp  
  

Whiting Lions Club Lives Up to Motto ñWe Serveò 
 

For the second year in a row a donation by the Whiting Lions Club is aimed at saving lives.   The 

International Lions organizationôs mission is to empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet 

humanitarian needs, encourage peace, and promote international understanding through local Lions clubs. 

Whiting Lions Club members believe in their motto ñWe Serveò. 
 

In June of this year the Whiting Fire Department received a donation from the Whiting Lions Club that 

was used to purchase new defibrillator manikins for training of Fire Department personnel, Police 

Department personnel, city workers, and the public.  Last year the Whiting Lions Club donated to the 

Whiting Police Department for the purchase of a defibrillator with a heavy duty carrying case.  This 

defibrillator travels with an officer in a patrol car and is on the streets of Whiting 24 hours a day, 365 days 

a year. 
 

Cardiac arrests are more common than you think, and they can happen to anyone at any time.  Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest or SCA is the result of an arrhythmia, where the electrical pulse of the heart goes out of 

control, causing the heart to quiver. Doctors donôt understand why this happens, but they do know that 

shocking the fibrillating heart is the only effective treatment for regaining a regular beat. 

�x Nearly 383,000 out-of-hospital sudden cardiac arrests occur annually, and 88 percent of cardiac 

arrests occur at home.  Many victims appear healthy with no known heart disease or other risk 

factors. 

�x On an average day in the United States 1,000 adults die from Sudden Cardiac Arrest. 

�x The American Heart Association estimates that 20,000 to 100,000 SCA deaths could be prevented 

each year if defibrillation was readily available. 

�x Defibrillation within the first minute of a sudden cardiac arrest can save the lives of up to 90% of 

its victims. 

�x Sudden cardiac arrest is not the same as a heart attack.  Sudden cardiac arrest occurs when 

electrical impulses in the heart become rapid or chaotic, which causes the heart to suddenly stop 

beating.  A heart attack occurs when the blood supply to part of the heart muscle is blocked. A 

heart attack may cause cardiac arrest. 


