North Dakota Past District Governors Association
Friday, October 26, 2012, Fargo Best Western Doublewood Inn

Minutes of the Meeting

Past District Governors Present:  Dave Blackstead, Steve Johnson, Chuck Whitney, Rolland Larson, Katherine Tweed, Kevin Vannett, Pat Vannett, Rob Lein, Brach Johnson, Garry Freier, Tim Thueson, Herman Schafer,  Russell Doe, Craig Wollenburg, Gerald Sletmoe, G. Paul Larson, Marian Johnson, James Ruff, Robert Littlefield, Bruce Schwartz

Guests:  ID Marv Chambers, ID Carolyn Messier and her husband Normand


PDG President James Ruff called the meeting to order a half hour late since the room was occupied previously. Introductions were accomplished.  We tried to conserve time as much as possible, but there were some heavy items on our agenda.  Dave Blackstead moved that we approve the minutes as distributed by email and mail, and Tim Thueson seconded.  Motion carried.
James asked for any other items to be placed on the agenda, and Chuck Whitney asked that he be heard on the subject of next year’s state convention in 2013 in Dickinson.  James asked that he proceed with that subject immediately, at which time Chuck outlined their plans.  The convention will be on October 25-26, 2013, and they are planning to use a basic convention cost plus a la carte for meals.  He mentioned a hypnotist for the Friday evening icebreaker and a motivational speaker at noon and music for the banquet.  They project that they will need $4000 in advance money from the convention fund.  Garry Freier moved and Tim Thueson seconded that we give them that amount.  Motion carried. Their hotel rooms will be $140—expensive, but not unusual for the oil-field area. They are planning on about 190 people.


In connection with conventions, Robert moved and Rob Lein seconded that we set up a state-wide convention committee that would help local areas with their conventions.  He felt it would be helpful to those who have not hosted before.  Others felt that this just added another layer of people with which to plan.  James called for the vote; motion defeated.

At this time we took a break to welcome our speaker, ID Carolyn Messier and her husband Normand from Windsor Locks, Connecticut, who had just arrived from the airport. 


The treasurer’s report was presented by G. Paul Larson with a balance in the administrative account of $2422.75, in the Hall of Fame account a balance of $2000.97, and the balance in the convention fund was incorrect, but corrected to $21,881.04. ( Copies of the treasurer’s report will be emailed out along with the minutes.)  A CD is still being held until it matures  on 1-14-2013, at which time it will be taken out and put into the checking account.  G. Paul moved for the approval of the report, and Chuck Whitney seconded.  Motion carried.
The next item was actually the Hall of Fame changes, but we decided, since that would be lengthy, we should knock off a couple of the simpler agenda items first.  We proceeded with the HoF presentation.  Garry Freier, chairman of the Hall of Fame committee, will present the award to Kevin tomorrow at noon.  The plaque is ready as well as the programs.  G. Paul had not ordered the ring, thinking there would be changes forthcoming before the convention.  He moved that we remove the date on the bezel, which would reduce the cost by $300. Garry objected, feeling this ring should remain the same as previous ones until the whole program is changed next year.  Kevin, however, volunteered that the ring without the date would be fine.  It will still say “Hall of Fame” on it.  At that point Garry seconded G. Paul’s motion to leave off the date, and the motion was voted on and carried.

Concerning the audit, the audit committee chaired by Rolland, had received the financial records from G. Paul by email and reported that they were all in good order.  Rolland moved that we accept the favorable report on the audit; Kevin seconded, and the motion carried. 
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No other committee reports were brought up, so we proceeded to New Business.


There is a constitutional amendment concerning the timing of the audit, which was email out to all of the members a month ago.  It reads:

Article 3 Sec. B.5 AUDIT  which shall review the accounts of the Association thirty to sixty days prior to the Annual Meeting,  following the close of the fiscal year  and report their findings to the membership at that the next regularly convened meeting.
It basically changes the timing of the audit from the spring meeting to the fall meeting, which makes more sense since our fiscal year ends June 30.  G. Paul had submitted this change and moved that we accept it.  David Blackstead seconded and the motion to amend was carried.


At this point, due to the lateness of the hour, Chuck move that we recess the meeting until after the state meeting on Saturday afternoon at which time we will tackle the subject of Hall of Fame changes.  Tim Thueson seconded and the motion carried.  Meeting recessed.

Saturday afternoon…

President James Ruff reconvened the meeting with the following PDGs present: David Blackstead, Bruce Schwartz,Robert  Littlefield, G. Paul Larson, Duane Zwinger, Craig Wollenburg, Kevin Vannett, Marian Johnson, Brach Johnson, James Ruff, Katherine Tweed, Rob Lein, Garry Freier, Russell Doe, and Tim Thueson.
Bruce Schwartz moved that we put the Hall of Fame changes into effect that G. Paul would outline for us.  David Blackstead seconded the motion.  G. Paul outlined the changes (a summary follows, but the completeplan is attached to the minutes):
*Lions should be nominated by their club or another Lion

*Nominee would need two seconds, written by his club president, vice president, zone chairman, or any other knowledgeable Lion, reviewing the attributes of the nominee to justify their inclusion into HoF and one (150-250words) statement outlining the nominee’s life.

*the nominee should have a minimum of 10 activities beyond the club level.

*the nominees must cross an established threshold of points to have his/her nomination considered.  This would amount to 125 points for a non-PDG and 250 points for a PDG.  The award would not proceed for the year if no candidates qualified.

*Nominees would automatically be re-entered for the next two years without a renewed application.

*A goal of having 10 of the most recent HoF recipients (5 from each district) be the adjudicators .
*The presentation committee would still make all of the arrangements for the awarding of the honor at the convention.

Comments ensued.  Robert moved that we change the number of adjudicators to an odd number, suggesting 7.  Rob seconded.  Motion carried.

Robert moved and Katherine seconded that we add “Leo” to Section B, #4 so that those who are working with Leo programs would also receive recognition for that.  Motion carried.
 There was a clarification:  Sections A and B are preliminary to establish points toward the minimum threshold or 125 or 250 points, at which time, having achieved that level, candidates would proceed to the adjudication process on a level playing field.
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Robert moved to change #5 to say that once qualified for the candidate pool, one or none may be chosen that year.  Kevin seconded.  (Intent: the judges hands would not be tied.  If all candidates are only minimally qualified, the judges could opt not to proceed.)  Motion carried.

Tim moved that the points we included on page 2 of the form (section A). (Intent: those submitting the form would realize the point counts.)  Garry Freier seconded.  Motion carried.
Robert moved that in Section C, where it says “no points for this section”  rather have it say ”used in the deliberation process”  or something equivalent.  Rob Lein seconded.  Motion carried.

At this time President James called for a vote on the complete plan, as amended.  The motion carried.

The ring was brought up again, but G. Paul suggested that yesterday’s motion to reduce the cost by $300 by dropping the date on the bezel should be sufficient for now, and no further action is necessary at this time.  Katherine Tweed asked that the ring be discussed again at the spring meeting because she felt that it should be provided for that the recipient have a choice of giving money to charity rather than receiving a ring. Gerald Sletmoe had made the same point on Friday. We will discuss this further in April.

Our next meeting will be the Annual meeting set for April 26-27, 2013 at the Doublewood Inn in Bismarck.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Marian Johnson, Secretary

