Past District Governors Association Annual Meeting
Ramada Hotel, Bismarck

April 26-27, 2013

The annual meeting of the Past District Governors Association of North Dakota was called to order by President James Ruff at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16 at the Ramada Hotel.  The following PDGs were in attendance:  David Blackstead, Mike Brand, Bev Charles, Dave Czywczynski,  Allan Dockter, Garry Freier,Vern Frederick,  Jan Froemming, Bill Gackle, Brach Johnson, Marian Johnson, Al Kahlbaugh, Robert Littlefield, G. Paul Larson, Rolland Larson, James Ruff, Bruce Schwartz, Hadley Seeklander, Gerald Sletmoe, Don Stoltz, Katherine Tweed, Kevin Vannett, Pat Vannett, Wayne Westlund, Chuck Whitney, and Craig Wollenburg.  Our Current District governors, Mel Olson and Lewellyn Rustan were also there as guests. (If I’ve missed anyone, please let me know.)
After welcoming all of us, President James asked if there were any additions to the agenda.  Hearing none, Gerald Sletmoe moved and Pat Vannett seconded that we approve the agenda as printed.
James then asked for an approval of the minutes from the October meeting.  Pat moved that they be approved as emailed, and Jan Froemming seconded.  

G. Paul Larson gave us the financial report, including the balance of the general account ($3896.10), the Hall of Fame account ($1166.27), and the Convention account ($16,556.53).  The total in all accounts is $21,618.90.  G.Paul has put the account at Gate City, hoping that any future treasurers would be able to transfer it to a Gate City close to them.  There was a correction in the listing of the convention assessments which did not affect the combined totals, but G. Paul will correct that and a corrected version will be sent out with the minutes.  G. Paul moved and Craig Wollenburg seconded that the treasurer’s report be approved; motion carried.

G. Paul also mentioned the practice of granting an emeritus status to elderly or infirm PDGs who have been faithful members but can no longer be active due to infirmity. Having emeritus status would mean that he would still be considered a member, but we would no longer expect payment of dues.  He mentioned PDG Lindy Lein, who is currently at Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center, but asked that we also think carefully until tomorrow of anyone else who maybe should be granted this status, and we can vote on them tomorrow morning.
ONGOING BUSINESS:


Under Hall of Fame, only one application has been received by the committee (Garry Freier, Duane Zwinger, Dave Czywczynski).  


Under alternatives to the ring, Katherine Tweed explained the feeling from the 5NE Cabinet that the ring was too expensive, and that a recipient should be able to choose between the ring or the donation of that amount to charity. Other discussion ensued.  Robert: Could we use a special pin instead of a ring?   Are we able to financially keep giving rings?  Bruce felt that we should wait with this discussion until we really were facing a financial problem in the HoF account.  G. Paul pointed out that we have already saved $300 on the cost each year by dropping the date from the bezel. Bruce explained how highly this North Dakota tradition is regarded by Lions outside of our area.  DG Llewellyn commented that the Hall of Fame system is a way to recognize the apex of volunteerism in North Dakota Lions.  But the cost remains a concern for some.  Bill Gackle asked that a motion (Any motion!) be put on the floor.

Chuck Whitney moved that we not spend more than 75% of our Hall of Fame income on a Hall of Fame ring.  Robert seconded.  There was disagreement expressed, and the motion was defeated.


Chuck then reworded the motion, moving that we not spend more than our annual HoF income on the ring, or token, or donation to charity.  This motion was seconded, but again was defeated.
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Chuck moved that we allow the Hall of Fame recipient to choose either to accept the ring or have a like amount (to the cost of the ring) donated to a North Dakota Lions charity in the recipient’s name.  The voice vote was close, and someone called for a division of the house.  President James asked the ayes to stand, and there were 12.  Those opposed stood, and there were 9.  Motion carried.
At that point we moved on to the Hall of Fame selection committee.  President James had been asked in an email to recruit 7 selection committee members, which he had done: PDGs Froemming, Whitney, Charles, Wollenburg, Littlefield, Steve Johnson, and Westlund.   Kevin pointed out that the PDGs had previously agreed that the 7 most immediate recipients of the Hall of Fame award would be on the selection committee.  Secretary Marian read from the October 2012 minutes the paragraphs concerning Hall of Fame.  The minutes state that 10 most recent HoF recipients were to be on the committee, and a subsequent motion reduced that number to 7, but still did not change the part about they were supposed to be the most recent recipients.  Robert moved that the committee which had been called be withdrawn, and that we use the past HoF recipients as the selection committee.  Craig seconded, and the motion carried.  The committee now would consist of PDGs Kevin, Dave C., Brach, Allan, Bruce, Dave B., and Bill G.  (Garry Freier exempted himself since he would be training them on the use of the new form.)
Concerning the term of this selection committee, it was deemed not an issue since it would naturally change over time as new recipients were named and those named longer ago would no longer need to serve.

At long last we arrived at a new topic.  Mike Brand told about the plans of the Yorkton Lions for the MD5 Lions Convention in Saskatchewan.  This would be held on June 6-8. International Director Brian Sheehan of Minnesota will be there, they are planning golfing the first day, and a 4:00 Council meeting, and the weekend promises lots of good food, and a pirate theme.  Their goal is 425 people, but so far there are around 250 registered, with not many from South and North Dakota.  Brach brought up the bus to Yorkton, which he is having a hard time filling.  They need fifty people to ride on the bus, which will be leaving from Dickinson and will stop in Bismarck, Washburn, Minot, etc. along the route.  The $450 cost listed includes 3 night’s hotel (double occupancy), the registration ($125), and the bus costs.  It would be possible for anyone who has already paid some of those items to still ride the bus.  Brach encouraged more to go, and encouraged the DGs and VDGs to ride on the buses, too, so that we would get enough.  There is a May 1 deadline.
Under State Convention, Lion Chuck, who is Dickinson’s convention chairman, told about their plans so far.  We will be at the Grand Dakota Lodge.  Chuck has bargained the room rate down from $140 to $109 per night, and nearby hotels can be secured at $90.  They are using the a la carte plan for meals, too, so you can just pay for the ones you plan to eat.  They will have lots of breakout sessions, including a tour of the oil fields and man camps, and cowboy poet Bill Loman will be there.  However, registrations have been slow, at only 40 Lions so far, so he needs many more sign-ups.  He is concerned about needing more money and this was discussed in conjunction with the next item: Convention Budget committee.   Craig has a copy of their financial forms, as does Herman Schafer from that committee.  Robert moved that we earmark another $3000 for the Dickinson convention if they might need it, and Al Kahlbaugh seconded.  Motion carried.
The 2014 State Lions Convention is slated for Jamestown, and Katherine presented some information on their efforts.  Their convention will be held on October 17-18, 2014, and their convention co-chairs are Kristi Anderson and Dwaine Heinrich.  The 2015 convention, which was listed for Minot, appears to still be tentative, according to the State meeting minutes, although several of us remembered it as having been solid.  For 2016, Craig reported that Rugby is thinking about throwing its hat into the ring to do the State Convention!  They have not hosted before, but the town is growing, and they are getting more hotel rooms which will be ready for business by then.  Convention sites are voted on at the state meeting during the state convention.
Robert mentioned that the MD5 convention for 2015 will be held in Fargo.  
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Under directory/website development, Robert reported that our PDG organization cannot have our website hosted by LCI, because they will only deal with clubs, or districts—not other Lions organizations.  We may be better off having a Facebook page.

At this point we broke for the evening’s activities.  There was a social from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m., followed by a banquet, at which 41 meals had been reserved.  Our speaker was Kathleen Zimmerman, a liver/kidney recipient, who told about her experience with her illness, her days of waiting on the donor list, and her eventual recovery.  It was a very inspirational topic, and reminded us all to become organ donors.

Saturday, 7:30 a.m., April 27, 2013--meeting reconvened with breakfast.  Almost all of those in attendance yesterday were here again, including our District Governor guests, Mel and Lewellyn.  First Vice District Governor Mike Blazek was a new guest.
President James called us to order again at 7:30, and Garry Freier gave the invocation, after which we ate. As soon as we were finished, we began the meeting again, and Brach showed us pictures of the current pin series—North Dakota combines.  He and son Tim have also designed the next pin series, the retired 1910 battleship USS North Dakota, and the new, not-yet-in-action USS North Dakota submarine.  The third sketch depicts the seal of the USS North Dakota with the words, “Strength from the Soil—Reapers of the Deep” and other pictorial references to ND.  His question to the group was: Shall we continue with a fourth combine, or stop at 3 combines and begin the sub series?  The combines have been popular.  Kevin moved that we continue with the combines for one more year, and Al seconded.  Motion carried.  Katherine was interested in getting the speaker on the submarine, Bob Wefald, as a possibility for the Jamestown 2014 state convention, and tying that in with the beginning of the pin series.
Under legal documents (Ekstrom, Tweed, Charles) there was nothing new to report.

Kevin reported from the nominating committee (Vondrachek, Vannett, Frederick), and he announced that the new vice presidential candidate had been secured—Robert Littlefield—and that two new directors, whose terms will last until 2015, have volunteered—DG Mel Olson, who will represent the east, and DG Llewellyn Rustan, who will represent the west.  Kevin moved that the nominees be  approved.  Allen seconded; motion carried. The slate of officers, including those who are continuing with their terms is as follows:
President:  Chuck Whitney

Vice President: Robert Littlefield

Secretary:  Marian Johnson

Treasurer:  G. Paul Larson

Directors from the East:  Al Kahlbaugh (done in 2014)




  Mel Olson (done in 2015)

Directors from the West: Bev Charles (done in 2014)




  Llewellyn Rustan (done in 2015)

Craig Wollenburg moved that nominations be closed and that the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the above slate.  Dave Czywczynski seconded, and the motion carried.  Kevin moved and Brach seconded that we install the officers at the end of the meeting. Motion carried.
Marian passed out the current committee list, and said each person would move up a slot on his committee, unless anyone had a real desire to be removed from his committee.  Garry Freier would like to stay on the HoF presentation committee, but desires not to be chairman, so he will be moved to the third position there.  Kevin stated that Dan Vondrachek would not be active, and could be replaced on the nominating committee.  Wayne Westlund preferred not to be on the website committee, and Mel offered to serve there.  Wayne said he would fill in the vacant spot on the nominating committee. The ad hoc 
(Minutes of PDG meeting, April 27, 2013, Page 4)

committee for the Hall of Fame should now be eliminated, having done their job.  Those changes will be made, and the committee list for 2013-14 will be printed at the end of the minutes.
That brought us around to the Hall of Fame topic again.  The one application we received could not go forward because it was incomplete, so the committee didn’t get a good chance to see how the process worked. There was discussion whether the selection committee had to make their decision at this annual meeting time, or if they could meet electronically. Garry thought it was an easier process face-to-face when everyone was together.  The consensus was that we should leave everything alone for a bit and give the new Hall of Fame process a chance to work.
OTHER BUSINESS:

 G. Paul brought up the emeritus status again.  Had anyone thought of anyone else? Not hearing any, G. Paul moved and James seconded that we grant emeritus status to PDG Lindy Lein.  Motion carried.
Pat had brought copies of the 2011 state minutes which show that a year and a half ago, Minot had indeed been confirmed for 2015.
Both Kevin and Pat Vannett spoke of the possibility of inducting a Hall of Fame candidate posthumously, namely PDG Jack Stewart.  Dave B. said this had been done before; however, the candidate should still have a letter of endorsement from his club.  His previous applications, however, could be used. Kevin moved and Allen seconded that we accept his previously submitted application and apply it to the new HoF format.  Motion carried.    Chuck moved that the Mandan Club should go forward with their letter of endorsement, and that the HoF committee consider his old application.  Pat seconded, and the motion carried.  
Also, Dave Blackstead mentioned that zone 5A had pledged $10,000 over 5 years to the state 4-H camp at Washburn, and encouraged all those looking for a good recipient should consider them as well.  Allen mentioned that of a portion of the All Star Basketball ticket proceeds could be used for the camp.

Katherine shared a message to us from Fran Romsdal, who has cancer.  He is currently stable and upbeat.  
Dave and Myrna Blackstead had attended Dolly Alef’s memorial ceremony which had a Hawaiin theme.  He said it was very touching and well done by the family.
PID Bruce conducted the installation ceremony, and the meeting was adjourned by 9:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marian Johnson, Secretary

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Legal Documents:  Tweed, Charles, Dockter
Hall of Fame Publication and Presentation:  Czywczynski, Zwinger, Freier

ND Pin:  B. Johnson, Kahlbaugh, Froemming

Audit:  Sletmoe, R. Larson

Nominations:  Frederick, Westlund,  K.Vannett 

Convention Budget:  R. Lein, Wollenburg,  Schafer

Convention Site:  Steve Johnson, Thueson, Ruff
Communication: (PDG website/directory)  P. Vannett, Littlefield, M. Olson


